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i on 12 Apr 53, at a imately 0900 and wnile passirg through the Hokkaido
a3 near Japan a USSR mer-hant chip probably a whaler. 25X1

estimated 20 or 25 years 0ld and approximately
350' long with BC' beam, wag first observed about four miles dead ahead :
on & colliaion course. Poti veasels maintained their respective courses

Lo%&heebefore maneuvering to allov safe passage. [ \ 25X1

the vessel papagd about one quarter of a mile abeam
Her course waa

2. The outward appearance of the vessel reflected that she w:as badly in need
of maintenance. The hull wes ruaty and the gear showed definite signs
of deterioration. The ship hsd a clipper type bow and a plumb stern.
A gun was observed mounted on the deck close to the bow and 1s believad by
to have been a gun to harpocn whales. The superstructure was 25X1
blocklike with smoke stack aft. The bridge appe~i'ed to be made of wnod
and semi-circuler in shepe. A windbreaker had been built &round the bridge
as o shield. Aft of the tridge vere two wcoden lifeboats. From the aft
end of the sauperstructure no gear could be seen excepTt for a large boom
presumably used to haul whale carcessee aboard. On the fapntail was a smsll -
deckhouse which could be used as o storehouse or for crevw guarters. The 25X1
name of the vessel wao printed on the bow and stern but was not legible.

westerly.

3 officers and crewmen aboard the ship but
no women. The officers and crew members wera dressed in dungarees 25X1
and foul weather gear, none of the men aboard were wearing uniforms. Mo
attempts were made by crew members of either ship to exchange greetings
or to communicate. ‘ 1

4, Sketch of the USSR vessel: T 25X1
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